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Shashikant Sharma/ 
M Tariq Khan

New Delhi/ Lucknow:
A dominant, defiant 
and over-confident UP 
Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, who air-

dashed from Lucknow 
to New Delhi on Thurs-
day morning, even after 
meeting a ‘powerful’ 
Amit Shah for an hour 
and a half, still kept eve-
ryone guessing in pow-
er corridors of  New 

Delhi. Most of  the rele-
vant people in BJP and 
RSS are clueless as to 
what has been exactly 
‘discussed’ between 
Shah and Yogi but 
sources close to Yogi in-
dicated that the Chief  
Minister had a ‘plain 
talk’ with the Union 

Home Minister, who 
had played a vital role 
in bringing the saffron 
party to power in Uttar 
Pradesh in 2017 and also 
had a key role in nomi-
nating Yogi as the Chief  
Minister in place of  
Manoj Sinha at the elev-
enth hour. During Shah-
Yogi meeting, Anupriya 
Patel (Apna Dal leader) 
was also summoned by 

Amit Shah for ‘consul-
tations’ as she is also 
being considered for a 
cabinet berth in Modi 
cabinet or some power-
ful ministry in Yogi gov-
ernment at Lucknow. 
However, after meeting 
Shah, Yogi tweeted and 
displayed his gratitude 
to the Union Home Min-

ister for giving time and 
guidance.

Yogi’s main bone of  
contention is to stop or 
dilute any likely cabi-
net reshuffle including 
the nomination of  AK 
Sharma (Home and 
DOP) and Brijesh 
Pathak (Health) as the 
two new deputy chief  

ministers and also any 
other likely major 
change in party organi-
zation in Uttar Pradesh.

The second point 
which Yogi reportedly 
raised before Amit Shah 
and will further raise 
before Narendra Modi 
and JP Nadda on Friday, 
relates to induction of  a 

UP Congress leader JI-
tin Prasada into BJP ap-
parently without any 
prior consultation with 
the Chief  Minister. Dur-
ing the last four years, 
Jitin Prasada, who pro-
jects himself  as a power-
ful Brahmin leader, had 
always raised his ‘voice’ 
against Yogi saying that 
a ‘tough’ Yogi had been 
targeting only Brahmin 
mafias and not taking 
any action against 
Thakur mafia in the 
field. Jitin’s reference 
was to a police encoun-
ter of  a Brahmin gang-
ster Vikas Dubey.

Keeping in mind Yo-
gi’s strong protest on 
this issue, under advice 
from top leadership and 
specially Amit Shah, Ji-
tin Prasada rushed to UP 
Bhawan to make a ‘cour-

tesy call’ on Yogi but the 
meeting between the two 
was reportedly ‘luke-
warm’. Another leader - 
Satyapal Singh - was also 
present at UP Bhawan.

Meanwhile, a ‘con-
cerned’ Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi sum-
moned BJP President 
JP Nadda to exactly 
know and assess Yogi’s 
mind for today’s meet-
ing with Yogi, who has 
already sent a proper 
agenda or talking points 
with Narendra Modi, 
Amit Shah and JP Na-
dda. Modi feels that a 
soft spoken and grass-
root worker Nadda has 
a good equation with 
the monk turned CM - 
Yogi - and therefore the 
meeting was held at the 
initiative of  the Prime 
Minister.  Turn to P6

Patna: The Bihar 
health department, 
which Wednesday add-
ed 3,951 uncounted cor-
onavirus-related deaths 
to the state’s overall 
tally, said it had to re-
vise the data as the 
number of  deaths 
caused due to the infec-
tion in private hospitals 
and clinics until June 7 
were still not accounted 
for. The addition saw 
India reporting the 
highest number of  Cov-
id-19 deaths – 6,148 – on 
any day since the begin-
ning of  the pandemic 
last year.

The state depart-
ment had set up two 
health committees to 
audit the Covid death 
toll after facing flak 
over reports of  discrep-
ancy between govern-
ment and municipal 
corporations’ data.

According to the re-
vised death toll, Bihar 
has so far reported 9,429 
Covid deaths, including 
about 1,500 in the first 
wave. Patna alone ac-
counted for 2,303 Covid 
deaths – an addition of  
1,070 to the earlier fig-
ure of  1,229.

Leading government 
hospitals AIIMS, Patna 
and Patna Medical Col-
lege  Turn to P6

A DOMINANT, DEFIANT AND OVERCONFIDENT
YOGI LAYS DOWN HIS AGENDA BEFORE SHAH!

‘NO RIVER IN MUMBAI 
TO DUMP BODIES’
Mumbai: Mumbai Mayor 
Kishori Pednekar retali-
ated today over opposi-
tion BJP’s allegations of 
under-reporting in Covid 
deaths, remarking that 
there are no rivers in the 
city where bodies can be 
dumped. “Data of Covid 
deaths are not being hid-
den,” said Pednekar.

BIHAR RECOUNTS DEAD
The COVID-19 death toll in Bihar jumped by a whopping 72.84% after a recount 
by the government as RJD accused Chief Minister Nitish Kumar of fudging data

Bihar sends water samples for 
Covid contamination testing
Patna: Days after bod-
ies were found floating 
in Ganga in the state, 
samples collected from 
the river have been sent 
for testing to check for 
COVID-19 contamina-
tion in the water, in-
formed Bihar State Pol-
lution Control Board 
Scientist, Navin Kumar.

“The sampling of  
Ganga river is a routine 
thing which we carry 
out on a regular basis. 
The pollution board 
keeps on investigating 
the quality of  water of  
the Ganga river. But as 
you know that there 
were reports of  bodies 
of  COVID-19 victims dis-
posed of  in the river, so, 

 Turn to P6

INVESTIGATION ON THE MIXING 
JABS OF COVID VACCINES SOON
New Delhi: India plans to embark soon on an 
exercise to investigate if it can immunise people 
using a “mix and match” of different Covid-19 
vaccines. This would mean following up one 
dose of a particular vaccine with a second dose 
of a different vaccine. In scientifi c terms, this is 
called “heterologous” immunisation. In India, 
whose vaccination programme currently uses 
Covishield, Covaxin and Sputnik V, this practice 
has not been approved yet. Other countries have 
already been testing this out. Some scientists 
believe that using a different vaccine for the 
second dose could potentially boost the immune 
response against the virus. This may especially 
be true for viral vector vaccines like Covishield.

AIIMS: VACCINE BOOSTER CAN HIKE 
IMMUNITY, HELP COMBAT VARIANTS

RIGHT TO LIFE: GIVE WALK-IN 
VACCINES FOR ALL, SAYS RAHUL

New Delhi: Dr Sanjeev Sinha of AIIMS said 
that booster dose of the covid vaccine can 
increase immunity and also help in combating 
a variant of concern. “People who took 
vaccine in January didn’t get any serious side 
effect during second wave” Dr Sinha said.

New Delhi: Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday 
said those who do not have 
access to internet also have 
the right to life and every-
one should be able to enter 
a vaccine centre and get jab 
with online registration.

Change of heart? Modi is top
leader of country, BJP: Raut
Mumbai:  Days after the 
one-on-one meeting be-
tween Maharashtra 
Chief  Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in Delhi, Shiv Sena lead-
er Sanjay Raut on Thurs-
day said Modi is the top 
leader of  the country and 
the BJP. He made the 
statement in response to 
a question on whether he 
felt that Modi’s popular-
ity is on a downslide as 

media reports suggested 
that RSS is contemplat-
ing to project state lead-
ers as the face in the state 
elections.  Turn to P6

MAHA GOVT WILL LAST  
FULL TERM: PAWAR
Mumbai: NCP president 
Sharad Pawar on June 10 
said the Maha Vikas Aghadi 
(MVA) government in Maha-
rashtra will complete its full 
term and praised ally Shiv 
Sena, saying it is party which 
one can trust. The remarks 
came against the backdrop 
of the one-on-one meeting 
between Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Uddhav Thackeray 
and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in Delhi on June 8.

11 dead after building 
collapses on another

Mumbai: At least 11 
people, out of  which 
eight were children, 
were killed and seven 
injured after a double-
storey structure col-
lapsed on another in a 
slum at Malwani, Malad 
(West), late on Wednes-
day night. The incident 
took place after the city 
witnessed heavy rain-

fall throughout the day. 
Search and rescue op-
erations are underway.

According to the 
BMC disaster manage-
ment cell, the incident 
was reported around 
11.10 pm from the New 
Collector compound 
slum on Abdul Hamid 
road in Malvani gate no 
8 area.  Turn to P6

BOXER DINGKO 
SINGH NO MORE

DIR. BUDDHADEB 
DASGUPTA GONE!

New Delhi: Asian 
Games gold medal-win-
ning former 
boxer Dingko 
Singh (42), 
who inspired 
a generation 
of Indian pugilists with 
his swashbuckling ring 
craft and fl amboyant 
personality, died on 
Thursday after a long 
battle with liver cancer.

Kolkata: Eminent fi lm 
director Buddhadeb 
Dasgupta 
died in 
Kolkata on 
Thursday 
due to kidney 
related ailments, family 
members said. He was 
77. The national award-
winning director was 
under dialysis.

FLOATING BODIES IN GANGA

Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut

Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray visits people injured in house 
collapsed at Shatabdi Hospital in Mumbai on Thursday.

 After 90-minute long meeting with 
Amit Shah, Yogi slated to meet Modi 
and Nadda today
 Yogi still reluctant on likely cabinet 
reshuffl e, opposes AK Sharma and 
Jitin Prasada’s entry in his cabinet
 Prasada calls on Yogi, only to get a 
‘lukewarm’ response
 Modi takes brief from Nadda to 
know and assess Yogi’s ‘mind’
 BJP mulling of giving tickets to 
Muslims to counter SP

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath meets Home Minister Amit Shah, in New Delhi on Thursday.
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Viral video gets ACB on ex-mayor’s husband’s heels as 
internal squabbles between RSS-BJP come out in open!
Bharat Dixit/Navin Sharma/
Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: It seems that 
Greater Jaipur Munici-
pal Corporation sus-
pended Mayor Dr. 
Somya’s difficulties are 
far from over. Days after 
she was ‘unceremoni-
ously’ suspended follow-
ing her strife with the 
Commissioner, it was 
yet another ‘tornado’ 
that hit Dr. Somya and 
BJP on Thursday when 
a video went viral, alleg-

edly of  Dr. Somya’s hus-
band Rajaram, finalis-
ing a deal of  Rs 20 crore 
for supplementary 
agreement and payment 
of  outstanding bills 
worth Rs 270 crores to 
BVG company involved 
in cleanliness in Jaipur. 
But that was not all. As 
the video went viral, the 
Anti Corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) also came to 
know of  it, based on 
which it suo-moto regis-
tered a Primary Investi-
gation (PI) was regis-

tered in the matter 
against Rajaram, who 
claimed that the video 

was fake. Interestingly, 
there are 13 FIRs against 
Rajaram registered in 

Jaipur, Dausa, Gan-
gapur city and Karauli 
in various matters.

“It is a ploy of  the Con-
gress to drag the Mayor 
into a controversy. The 
Commissioner himself  
wanted to continue us-
ing the services by BVG 
whereas the Mayor 
wanted JMC’s own re-
sources to be used for the 
work,” Rajaram claimed.

However, even though 
the ‘Mayor-pati’ tried to 
hood-wink the ACB, 

 Turn to P8

ACB DG BL Soni Rajaram Gurjar

SOLAR 
ECLIPSE 

AT CAPITOL

 The next solar 
eclipse of the year 
2021 will appear 
on December 4

 Sun rises to the left of the US Capitol in Wash-
ington. The celestial phenomenon on Thursday be-
gan its progression across northeastern US as well 
as parts of Canada, Greenland, Europe and Asia

SPLIT WIDE OPEN 

EXCLUSIVE
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DR SOMYA NOW RESTS HER 
CASE IN COURT AND GOD!

Hearing on Dr Somya’s plea 
in the High Court today
First India Bureau

Jaipur: The Ra-
jasthan High Court 
on Thursday de-
ferred hearing in 
suspension of  Dr 
Somya, Mayor of  
Jaipur Municipal 
Corporation Greater 
to Friday. 

However, Dr 
Somya spent the day 
performing prayers 
for ‘peace and happi-
ness of  the state’.

On Thursday, only 
two minutes of  vir-
tual hearing was 
held in the bench of  
Justices Pankaj 
Bhandari and CK 

Songara. Advocate 
General MS Singhvi, 
appearing for the 
government, sought 
time till Friday for 
reply. Advocate Ra-
jendra Prasad ar-
gued on behalf  of  Dr 
Somya.

Dr Somya chal-
lenged the suspen-
sion on the basis 
that she is not named 
in the FIR, the in-
quiry was given to 
an RAS officer in a 
matter related to a 
senior IAS officer, 
and she was not giv-
en appropriate time 
to respond to the in-
vestigating officer.

Constable dies of 
cardiac arrest 
during parade
Jodhpur: A new con-
stable died of  a heart 
attack during a parade 
at the Rajasthan Fron-
tier Headquarters of  
BSF in Jodhpur on 
Thursday. He was taken 
to a hospital where the 
doctor declared him 
brought dead. BSF sub-
inspector Dilip Singh 
Shekhawat, who lodged 
the report, said that 
21-year-old Indrajit Ku-
mar Yadav was partici-
pating in the parade in 
the morning as usual. 

Two brothers 
found hanging 
from tree
Rajsamand:Two broth-
ers were found hanging 
from a tree in Rajsa-
mand district of  Ra-
jasthan on Thursday, 
according to police. 
“Prima facie, it appears 
to be a case of  suicide,” 
Kelwara police station 
SHO Shaitan Singh 
said. He said a man 
spotted the bodies and 
informed police follow-
ing which the bodies 
were shifted to hospital 
for autopsy. The broth-
ers aged 22 and 18 were 
working in Gujarat, 
and returned to Rajsa-
mand recently. 

Frauds embezzle 
`2.5L in police 
CO’s name 
Bayana: A gang of  
three fraudsters embez-
zled Rs 2,50,000 posing 
as close aide to Circle 
Officer of  Police. The 
crooks took the money 
in three installments 
from the grandson of  
former MP Gangaram 
Koli’s brother, and 
nephew of  BJP MP 
Ranjeeta Koli. The vic-
tim was even asked to 
donate Rs15,000 to buy a 
TV for the CO.Tired of  
constantly giving mon-
ey, the victim filed a 
case. One of  the victims 
is in police custody, 
sources said.

Woman murdered 
while sleeping 
with baby 
Sardar Shahar: A 
30-year-old woman 
sleeping with her six-
day-old daughter was 
murdered in Sardar-
shahar. The unknowm 
assailant hit the wom-
an with a sharp object 
on her head. Police 
team from Sardarsha-
har and Bhanipura po-
lice stations, reached 
the spot and started 
searching for the prime 
accused of  murder. The 
police have filed a mur-
der case and started 
search for the accused. 

BRIEF
in

Covid positive 
murder accused 
tries to kill 
herself at hosp 

Congress to rally against oil 
price rise, inflation today

First India Bureau 

Jodhpur: A female 
murder accused at-
tempted suicide in the 
ESI Hospital of  Jodh-
pur on Thursday. She 
was admitted to the hos-
pital after being infect-
ed with Corona. 

A separate case of  
attempt to suicide has 
now been registered 
against the young 
woman.

She cut her veins 
with a blade kept near 
the window. Luckily, a 
female constable no-
ticed this and quickly 
held her hand and 
called the doctor. She is 
out of  danger now. 

Pratapnagar police 
station officer Som-
karan told 20-year-old 
Sumitra was arrested 
in connection with the 
murder of  a child.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Rajasthan 
state Congress will hold 
demonstrations across 
the state today in pro-
test against continuous 
increase in petrol and 
diesel prices and rising 
inflation. From 11 am to 
12 noon on Friday, Con-
gress workers and lead-
ers will demonstrate 
with placards in their 
hands at the block level 
in all the districts of  
the state for one 
hour. The demon-

strations will also be 
done outside all the pet-
rol pumps.

Former PCC Chief  
Sachin Pilot will also 
participate in the dem-
onstration. State Con-
gress President Govind 
Singh Dotasra also took 
a virtual meeting of  
Congress District Presi-
dents, MLAs and Minis-
ters on Wednesday re-
garding the prepara-
tions for the demo. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The enforce-
ment squad of  Jaipur 
Development Authority 
sealed two residential 
plots in Durgavihar, 
Pradhan Marg, Malviya 
Nagar where a two-sto-
rey illegal commercial 
restaurant was being 
constructed without 
permission. 

Chief  Controller En-
forcement Raghuveer 
Saini said that the 
owners went ahead 
with the construction 
work despite multiple 
notices and previous 
JDA actions during 
the lockdown.

First India Bureau 

Ajmer: Rajasthan Pub-
lic Service Commission 
recruitment examina-
tions will start from 26 
July. The commission 
will begin the process by 
conducting exams for 
the post of  Law Narrator. 

The exams for Assis-
tant Professor posts will 
commence from Sep-
tember 22. The recruit-
ment will be done on 918 
posts. Around 1.5 lakh 
applications have been 
received for the same.

The scrutiny exami-
nation for the post of  
Assistant Testing Of-
ficer in PWD will be 
conducted on 27 July. 
Scrutiny exam 2021 for 
the post of  Superinten-
dent Garden will be 
conducted on July 28. 
No recruitment exam is 

scheduled in August. 27, 
the scrutiny exam for 
the posts of  Assistant 
Testing Officer in PWD 
will be conducted.

RPSC recruitment 
exams from July

DATES ANNOUNCED

Police blind to rising crime, alleges Koli
First India Bureau 

Bharatpur: Bharatpur 
MP Ranjeeta Koli on 
Thursday met SP Dev-
endra Vishnoi and dis-
cussed about increas-
ing crime in the dis-
trict. Koli and BJP 
workers alleged law 
enforcement agencies 
are blind to the increas-
ing crime and as a mark 
of  protest tied black 

bands on their eyes. 
Koli said that crimi-

nals are completely fear-
less and crime is being 
executed even in broad 
daylight.“Not only this, 
even the public repre-
sentatives are not safe in 
the district,” the MP, 
who was attacked a few 
days back, said. She al-
leged that even ruling 
party leaders have col-
luded with criminals.

DIVINE POWER! Dr Somya worships a banyan 
tree during Vat Savitri fast on Thursday.

CM TO DECIDE

Accused Sunil Lakhara and Bharat Mangal.

MP Ranjeeta Koli and other BJP workers stage protest against the 
government’s lacklustre attitude towards controlling criminals.

2 held for seeking 
bribe on behalf of 
Beawar councillor
First India Bureau 

Jodhpur/Sirohi:
Two men were ar-
rested by ACB for 
taking a bribe of  Rs 
2.5 lakh on behalf  
of  a councillor of  
Beawar Nagar Pari-
shad in Ajmer on 
Thursday.

The accused Sunil 
Lakhara and Bharat 
Mangal had demand-
ed the bribe from a 
shop owner on be-
half  of  the council-
lor. After verification 
of  the complaint, a 
trap was laid and 
both the accused 
were held.

The shop owner 
was issued a notice 
by the nagar pari-
shad after he started 
renovation of  his 
shop. The councillor 
demanded the bribe 

through middlemen. 
Bharat Mangal had 
introduced himself  
as the personal secre-
tary of  chairman of  
the nagar parishad. 

In Sirohi, a head 
constable posted 
with Abu Road police 
station was arrested 
for taking a bribe of  
Rs. 4,000. The ac-
cused  Motilal had 
demanded the bribe 
from the complain-
ant to settle a case of  
buffalo theft. After 
verification, the ac-
cused was arrested. 

ACB also held a 
constable with 

Rs 4,000 bribe in 
Abu Road to 

settle a buffalo 
theft case

My remarks 
misreported 
in the media:
Jitendra Singh

TEMPERATURE 
CROSSES 45°C

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Congress lead-
er Bhanwar Jitendra 
Singh on Thursday re-
futed media reports 
about his statement 
pertaining to former 
deputy CM Sachin Pi-
lot. He said that the 
headline of  his inter-
view was kept com-
pletely opposite to what 
he had said.

“I did not say any 
such thing during the 
interview. I also did not 
feel supported or un-
supported by anything. 
I never support things 
like factionalism or re-
mark towards individu-
als,” he said. He said his 
priority is  the interest 
and respect of  the party. 
Singh said the issues 
which were there a year 
ago are resolved and 
Ashok Gehlot is the 
choice of  the party high 
command.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Scorching heat 
is giving tough time to 
people across the state.

In Sir Ganganagar 
temperature touched 
45.8 degree Celsius,  
Karauli 44.8, Dholpur 
44.2, and Jaipur 41.6 de-
gree Celsius. The MeT 
has also issued a red 
alert of  heat wave in 
many districts. 

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas addressing the media at his 
residence on Thursday.  —PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

JDA TEAM 
SEALS ILLEGAL 
CONSTRUCTION

1.4 LAKH SEATS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
TEACHER EDN
Around 1.4 lakh seats 
are available in about 
1,400 educational 
training colleges of the 
state, PTET Coordina-
tor Dr GP Singh has 
informed. The date of 
application has been 
extended till June 20 
upon request from 
students and colleges. 
The admission form 
is available on www.
ptetraj2021.com and 
interested candidates 
can apply online.

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

Raj kicks off SAMARTH campaign for less-privileged
Laxman Raghav

Bikaner: In a proac-
tive move, the directo-
rate of  education has 
started work on 
SAMARTH campaign 
for 88,000 children 
even before the guide-
lines of  the central 
government.

The campaign will 
be launched this month 
for which an MoU has 
been signed between 
the education depart-
ment and Mission 
Gyan for making vide-
os in sign language for 

CWSN students. The 
first of  its kind videos 
in the country will be 
beneficial for special 
students. Along with 

this, audio is being pre-
pared for those stu-
dents who are visually 
impaired. Education 
Director Saurabh Swa-

mi said that work on 
this campaign has been 
started  through crowd-
funding.

“In view of  the coro-
na pandemic, our focus 
is on ensuring that spe-
cial children do not 
face any problem in 
their studies therefore 
this initiative has been 
taken,” he said.

The enrollment of  
CWSN will be done,  
and teaching video con-
tent will be made avail-
able for special chil-
dren while audio con-
tent will be made avail-

able for visually im-
paired children. Con-
tents will be provided 
in Braille script under 
“Aao Ghar Se Sikhen” 
programme, he in-
formed.

REI Partners will be 
roped in for counsel-
ling of  parents, and 
will be done through 
WhatsApp. Swami said 
that the process was 
challenging due to pan-
demic. The director 
has also given an assis-
tance of  Rs 10,000 to the 
campaign through 
crowd sourcing.

Saurabh Swami (left) launches fi rst of its kind educational 
programme for special students. 
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JABS FOR AGES 18 TO 44

TARGET: 5.35 CR
ACHIEVED SO FAR: 1.48 CR

First India Bureau 

he Health de-
partment has 
set a target of  
vaccination of  
5.35 crore peo-

ple of  18+ while 1.48 
crore have been vacci-
nated in this category.
Out of  this, the first 
dose of  corona was giv-
en to 1,48,68,808 people. 
While both doses of  co-
rona were applied to 
34,35,215 people. In the 
healthcare category, 
4,98,816 got the first, 
3,86,149 both the doses. 
In the frontline catego-
ry, 5,69,887 got first dose, 
4,01,511 got both doses. 

T

MANY DISTS TO BE 
COVID FREE SOON!

Over half a dozen districts 
in state on the verge to 

be Covid free. The active 
cases in 7 districts are below 
100, Dholpur sees least 
active patients with 24 cases 
only. Apart from this, Baran 
sees 73, Jalore 46, Karauli 
81, Pratapgarh 95, Sawai 
Madhopur 70, Sirohi 99 
cases. In these districts 25 
to 50 patients are recovering 
daily. In such a situation, 
there may be only few active 
cases in some dists soon.

MAN MISBEHAVES 
WITH VAX TEAM

Aman carrying an axe 
allegedly misbehaved 

with a team in Kotda for vac-
cination. He also demanded 
‘mautana’ (compensation) 
from them if he fell sick or 
died after getting the jab. 
CHO Ramila said that the 
team of health dept was 
making villagers aware on 
benefi t of vaccine when a 
man reached there in inebri-
ated conditions while carry-
ing an axe in his hand.

Health Minister Dr Raghu Sharma addressing 5th meeting of the 
Governing Council of RAJMES virtually in Jaipur on Thursday.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Health Minis-
ter Dr Raghu Sharma 
on Thursday directed 
officials to pay special 
attention to cleanliness 
and safety as well as 
technical facilities to 
provide treatment to 
the patients in a con-
venient manner in the 
hospitals affiliated to 
all medical colleges in 
the state.

Dr Raghu Sharma 
was presiding over the 
5th meeting of  the gov-

erning council of  RA-
JMES on Thursday and 
directed officials to 
complete the construc-
tion work related to all 
the medical colleges af-
filiated to RAJMES 
with quality & within 
the stipulated time. The 
minister informed that 
7 medical colleges were 
approved in the first 
phase of  RAJMES, 
Dholpur was approved 
in the second phase and 
15 other medical col-
leges were approved in 
the third phase.

Complete const work of 
med colleges soon: Min

23,60,419
GET 1ST DOSE

921
GET BOTH DOSES

59,62,752
GET 1ST DOSE

8,96,527
GET BOTH DOSES

18+ 45+

54,76,934
GET 1ST DOSE

17,50,107
GET BOTH DOSES

60+

1,83,04,023
ADMINISTERED IN ALL CATEGORIES

District Collector Antar Singh Nehra said that a special one-day 
campaign will be conducted in Jaipur on Friday for the vaccina-

tion of people in the age group of 18 to 44. The vaccination will 
be done at 130 sites in the area of CMHO-I and 125 in the area of 

CMHO-II from 10 am to 4 pm. Nehra said that through this cam-
paign a target has been set to vaccinate more and more 

people in the district at the earliest. Enrollment for Covid 
vaccination can be done online as before and vaccina-
tion will also be done through on-the-spot registration.

ONE-DAY VAX CAMP IN CITY TODAY

People wait in queue to register on spot for vaccination at Kanwatia Hospital in Jaipur on Thursday. 
OVER 27,000 PEOPLE GET FREE 
TREATMENT UNDER CHIRANJEEVI

Over 27,000 people in Rajasthan have availed free treat-
ment under the state govt’s ‘Mukhya Mantri Chiranjeevi 

Swasthya Bima Yojana’ since its launch on May 1, offi cials 
said. The fl agship health insurance scheme provides an annual 
cashless insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh to every family. Kana 
Ram, joint CEO of Rajasthan State Health Assurance Agency 
said more than 27,000 people have benefi ted from the scheme 
since it was launched. So far, over 41,000 claims amounting 
to nearly Rs 27 crore have been submitted to insurance com-
pany. He said the scheme has provided relief to people during 
the pandemic. The treatment for Covid under the scheme can 
be availed at 749 government and 357 private hospitals.

RELIEF TURNS PAIN!

COVID PROTOCOL VIOLATED AS 
BUSES RETURN TO ROADS IN STATE

First India Bureau

Jaipur: The operation 
of  all roadways and pri-
vate buses started from 
June 10 in relaxations 
under the modified 
lockdown 2.0. On the 1st 
day, the seats of  all the 
roadways buses were 
full of  passengers. The 

buses will operate daily 
from 5 am to 5 pm. The 
passengers going from 
one district to another 
felt a lot of  relief  but 
social distancing be-
came a casualty on the 

very first day.
There was a rush of  

passengers at the Sindhi 
Camp bus stand in 
Jaipur and long queues 
were seen at the ticket 
windows here. Thermal 

screening of  passengers 
was done before their en-
try and buses were sani-
tised before departure. 
The roadways adminis-
tration made it manda-
tory for all passengers, 
drivers and operators to 
wear masks under ‘No 
Mask No Movement’. 

To adhere to Covid 
norms, repeated an-
nouncements and ap-
peals were made for 
passengers to apply 
masks. Police and bus 
stand staffers were seen 
instructing the passen-
gers to maintain social 
distancing but it could 
not be followed. 

A revised order was 
released by Transport 
commissioner on 
Thursday that buses 
will ply on all days; 
earlier orders allowed 
buses from Monday 
to Friday only

As operation of all roadways and private buses start, Covid norms 
go for a toss on the fi rst day as huge crowd gather at Sindhi Camp 
bus stand in Jaipur on Thursday.    —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

COVID-19 UPDATE
ONLY JPR SEES 100+ CASES

9,48,562
TOTAL CASES

538 CASES IN A DAY

8,772
TOTAL DEATHS
23 DEATHS IN A DAY

9,29,711
TOTAL RECOVERED
2,268 RECOVERED IN A DAY

10,079
ACTIVE CASES

2,008 MAX CASES IN JPR

KEY-HIGHLIGHTS
Health dept summoned 

report from hospital 
management in death 
case of newborn at JK 
Lon Hospital in Kota; 

Principal Dr Vijay 
Sardana made panel to 

investigate the matter

8 more Black Fungus 
cases reported in 

Bikaner on Thursday, 
so far 93 patients 

including 2 kids 
infected, 12 also died 
due to infection here

18+ vaccination 
campaign was run in all 
33 districts in the state 
on Thursday; 2,92,868 
people get 1st dose, 
while 83 people get 2nd 
dose, total 26,54,291 of 
18 plus vaccinated

Vaccination camp 
was organized in 
Kota Central Jail; 
about 1,438 prisoners 
administered 1st dose 
of vaccine, 81 elderly 
administered 2nd dose

2

4

1

3

2 MISCREANTS ATTACK COPS, ARRESTED

Two miscreants held for attacking police during 
the blockade. The incident happened at Jaipur’s 

kotwali police station area. The car was coming from 
Shyam Nagar area to Choti Chaupar but instead 
of stopping the vehicle, the miscreants created a 
ruckus. They initially fl ed from the scene but 2 hours 
later, they came back and started destroying the 
police mobile van and walkie talkies. The accused, 
Aditya & Prateek were drunk & are in police custody.

Kiran Soni Gupta, Director, West Zone Cultural Centre calls on 
Governor Kalraj Mishra and presents books on Pichwai Art 
of Rajasthan & Tribal Art of India at Raj Bhavan on Thursday. 
After 5 months, Guv to leave for Varanasi today to participate 
in an event of special child. He might stay for 2 -3 days here.

 GIFTING ART!

WILDLIFE 
SANCTUARIES 

OPEN TODAY
Jhalana Leopard Safari, 
Smriti Van in Jaipur and 

other wildlife sanctuaries in 
state will open for tourists 

from today. Tourists are 
allowed only in the morning 

shift for Leopard Safari. 
Ghana bird sanctuary will 
open for tourists till 3 pm 

as of now. Forest Secretary 
B Praveen issued orders on 

Thursday. Tiger parks, 
biological parks and zoos 

are shut at the moment. In 
monsoon season from July 
1, the tiger parks are closed 

for 3 months anyway, in 
such a situation, problems 
of people associated with 

tourism are increasing. 

FIRING PRACTICE 
ON SIMULATORS 
TO REFINE SKILLS
ACP Rahul Prakash has 
taken a great initiative to 
further improve the fi ring 
capability of the police 
offi cers of Jaipur 
Commissionerate. Rahul 
Prakash had requested 
Rajeev Sharma, Director 
RPA, for fi ring practice of 
police offi cers of the 
commissionerate on the 
simulators present in the 
academy. Following the 
request, the Director of 
RPA, Rajeev Sharma has 
approved 8 days of fi ring 
practice for the police 
offi cers. The police offi cers 
have started the fi ring 
practice from Thursday. 

(C) Neeraj K Pawan with Prateek Jhajharia, Ravindra Pratap, Bhanu 
Pratap Singh, Vivek Sethia, NK Gupta, Amit Vijayverggiya, Nagarmal 
Mojika, Nitesh Agarwal & Rachit Agarwal in Jaipur on Thursday.

RAHDA officials meet 
labour secy for vax camp

First India Bureau

Jaipur: RAHDA (Ra-
jasthan Affordable 
Housing Developers As-
sociation) representa-
tives met the labour 
secretary Neeraj K 
Pawan & signed a mem-
orandum of  under-
standing in presence of  
Commissioner Prateek 

Jhajharia on Thursday 
for on-site vaccination 
of  their staff  members 
& labourers across the 
state for the 18+ age cat-
egory. Developers of  
RAHDA, TODAR and 
CREDAI are developing 
projects across the state 
with over 200,000 la-
bourers & staff  mem-
bers on respective sites.

Walk-in/CoWin!
The paused vaccination drive for 18 plus resumes 
in the state and one can now pre-book or walk-in to 
get jab; young adults awaiting their turn for Covid-19 
vaccination at city’s Kanwatia Hospital on Thursday. 

—PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

You yourself, as much as 
anybody in the entire 
universe, deserve your 

love and affection. 
—Buddha

IN-DEPTH

Dharmendra Pradhan  
@dpradhanbjp

@SAILsteel’s Bhilai Steel Plant 
hospital has played an important role 
in treating patients during the second 
wave of the COVID-19. It also played 
an important role in supplying liquid 
medical oxygen in the country and 

meeting the surge in demand  of LMO.

Ravi Shankar Prasad  
@rsprasad

1.58 Lakh CSC Grameen eStores are 
functional that are delivering essential 
commodities to people in rural areas. 
So far 28.34 lakh orders have been 
completed worth `272 Crore to the 

people in the villages.

TOP TWEET

BIHAR AUDIT 
REVEALS A 
DEADLY TRUTH

ntil now Bihar, like 
many of  its neigh-
bouring states, was 
under-reporting Cov-
id-19 deaths. In a dra-

matic turnaround on June 8 the 
state officials revised the num-
ber of  deaths from 5,424 to 9,375, 
with 3,951 more deaths which 
were not recorded. This came to 
be revealed after an audit of  
deaths by health experts at the 
district level. The audit itself  
was carried out on the direc-
tions of  the Patna High Court 
which took note of  the bodies 
floating in the Ganga in Buxar.

Some of  Bihar’s neighbours 
have suppressed not only the 
real numbers of  positive cases 
but also of  deaths. The claim 
that there have been fewer 
deaths in India compared to 
some other countries is some-
thing which the world is not 
ready to buy. Some governments 
may pat their backs after hiding 
the real numbers from people at 
large but the families which 
have lost their loved ones to the 
virus know the truth even with-
out an audit.   

U

n the post Cov-
id-19 world na-
tions have become 
extra cautious 
about ensuring 

that the viral disease does not 
flare up again. They have 
banned flights from countries 
where the positivity rate is 
still high to prevent possible 
carriers of  the coronavirus. 
After all, the deadly virus has 
killed millions besides leav-
ing people traumatized 
across the globe. Economies 
have been adversely affected. 
Even as nations are limping 
back to normal, there’s talk 
of  a third wave in the UK and 
of  cases rising again in the 
US. The only advantage these 
two countries, and those in 
the European Union have is 
that their vaccination drive is 
moving at a very fast pace.

That is why there’s a new 
travel vocabulary being ban-
died about--- vaccine pass-
port. Countries allowing en-
try to travellers want them to 
mandatorily carry vaccina-
tion certificates. Nine coun-
tries including Denmark are 
ready with digital certifi-

cates and other countries in 
the European Union are 
working on the feasibility of  
digital passports for travel-
lers to show that they have 
been fully vaccinated. Efforts 
are on to make a digital pass-
port or app acceptable to all. 
India is also working on link-
ing Co-WIN vaccine certifi-
cates to passports of  those 
going abroad for studies, jobs 
or for the Tokyo Olympics.

The problem arises with 
countries like India where 
there are not enough vaccines. 
The facility of  digital certifi-
cate extended will act as a fa-
cilitator, but only for those 
who have got Covishield, 
which is the same as Astrazen-
eca, shots. Covishield will also 
be acceptable globally. This 
puts those who get Covaxin or 
Sputnik-V at a disadvantage.

VACCINE PASSPORT  
FOR TRAVELLERS

The problem arises with 
countries like India where 
there are not enough 
vaccines. The facility of 

digital certificate 
extended will act as a 
facilitator, but only for 

those who have got 
Covishield, which is the 

same as Astrazeneca, shots

I

IF YOU NEED AUTHORITY, SHOW 
ACCOUNTABILITY FIRST

t’s a common process. The 
team completes a strategic 
meeting. There are several 
initiatives which everyone 
agrees are important to com-
plete by the end of  the quar-
ter. Everyone at the table says 
they will contribute to get it 
all done, but when the end of  
the quarter arrives, very lit-
tle of  the list actually got ac-
complished. It’s not that 
these were bad people or that 
they didn’t work hard. In 
fact, they were likely all re-
sponsible members of  the 
team with full authority to 
take required decisions. The 
problem was that no one was 
actually accountable for 
making sure the initiatives 
were complete. Many people 
can be responsible for help-
ing out on a task or initiative. 
But accountability belongs to 
a person who will be judged 
on completion of  the project.

Let’s take an example of  
Henry Ford who was the own-

er of  the famous Ford motors. 
Once while addressing the 
company employees, he said, 
“Life is an ocean of  experi-
ence! Every experience teach-
es us new things”. He said, 
“There are employees who do 
not work with heart. This is 
not good. The smallest work 
assigned to each employee is 
also important in the compa-
ny. If  you believe that the own-
ership is yours in the real 
sense, it will take the company 
to the 7th sky. Every employee 
should work with great owner-
ship and I don’t think that an 
accountable employee needs 
any monitoring.” He advised 
the employees to split their 
work into smaller sections, 
which also makes the work of  
each unit easy. This technique 
not only worked miracles on 
their productivity but also el-
evated the company’s value in 
the eyes of  the employees.

Truly accountable people 
are very hard to find. Ac-
countability comes from 
within, it is not something 
you are given, you have to 
choose it to own it. When re-
sponsibility is forced upon 
people, they are often resist-
ant or even resentful. Highly 
accountable people willingly 
take on responsibility and 

actively manage it so it gets 
done. They make sure once 
the initiative has their name 
on it, no one else needs to 
worry about its completion.

Moreover, highly account-
able people don’t throw oth-
ers under the bus for their 
own missteps or inaction. 
They don’t blame others for 
their mistakes. Rather, they 
own their mistakes, admit it 
and try to take corrective ac-

tions on time. They also don’t 
excuse themselves based 
upon outside influences. 
They do good analysis and 
solve problems as they arise.

Part of  what makes them 
trustworthy is their efficien-
cy and dependability to not 
waste a minute of  other peo-
ple’s time or their own. They 
understand that every as-
signment has a time value 
and that punctuality serves a 
purpose. They do not wait to 
be checked or monitored by 
others but work proactively 
and diligently with the team 
to finish the job. When some-
thing gets in the way, they as-
sess it, resolve it and commu-
nicate proactively to make 
sure everyone is on board 
with the adjusted result.

Accountable people own 
the task from within, they 
don’t expect praise from out-
side. They get their satisfac-
tion from delivering quality 
products on time with a team 
that feels great about the ac-
complishment.

No Excuses, I am myself  
responsible for my assign-
ments, my duties, my actions, 
that’s what Accountable peo-
ple exemplify.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

I
BHAVESH UPADHYAY

Business/ HR Expert

Truly accountable people 
are very hard to find. 

Accountability comes from 
within, it is not something 
you are given, you have to 

choose it to own it. When 
responsibility is forced 

upon people, they are often 
resistant or even resentful. 
Highly accountable people 

willingly take on 
responsibility and actively 

manage it so it gets done

Part of what makes them 
trustworthy is their 

efficiency and 
dependability to not 

waste a minute of other 
people’s time or their 

own. They understand 
that every assignment 
has a time value and 

that punctuality serves 
a purpose. They do not 
wait to be checked or 

monitored by others but 
work proactively and 

diligently with the team to 
finish the job
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Bihar recounts...
and Hospital (PMCH) 
reported 376 and 396 
deaths, respectively, Na-
landa Medical College 
and Hospital and Indira 
Gandhi Institute of  
Medical Sciences re-
ported 483 and 265 
deaths, respectively, 
only in the months of  
April and May this year.

Bihar sends...
we are conducting tests 
to check whether the 
river has been contami-
nated with coronavirus 
or not,” Kumar told 
ANI. He mentioned that 
the initiative of  con-

ducting such an investi-
gation of  the river wa-
ter was taken through 
the National Mission 
for Ganga under the Jal 
Shakti Ministry, in col-
laboration with the 
IITR, Lucknow, which 
is a laboratory of  the 
CSIR, state pollution 
control board, and the 
district administration.

Change of...
“I don’t want to com-
ment on this I don’t go by 
the media reports. There 
is no official statement 
about this. The BJP 
owes its success to Nar-
endra Modi in the last 

seven years and current-
ly he is the top leader of  
the country and his par-
ty,” Raut said.

11 dead...
The slum pocket has 
come up on Collector’s 
land. The local Malwani 
police and fire brigade 
officials are at the spot, 
carrying out rescue op-
erations. The BMC has 
also evacuated people 
from a nearby ground-
plus-three structure, as 
it was in a highly dilap-
idated condition, said 
Deputy Municipal Com-
missioner Prabhat Ra-
hangdale of  BMC.

FROM PG 1

Those with small 
mindset, remain 
small: Prasada on 
garbage remark

New Delhi: Comment-
ing on Madhya Pradesh 
Congress unit’s now-
deleted tweet calling 
him “garbage”, newly 
inducted BJP leader Ji-
tin Prasada on Thurs-
day said those who have 
a small mindset, remain 
small. Prasada said the 
decision was not easy 
for him but he reached 
it after talking to people 
and listening to his con-
science. “I have a three-
generation long connec-
tion with Congress. So, 
this was not an easy 
decision. With a lot of  
thinking, conversations 
with people & listening 
to the voice of  my con-
science, I did this,” he 
said. The BJP leader 
said that in the current 
situation BJP & PM 
Modi’s leadership is the 
most capable, & added, 
“For the future genera-
tion too, this party will 
prove to be useful”.

Jitin Prasada

Govt should tell when 
they want to conduct
talks: Rakesh Tikait
Ghaziabad (UP): Tak-
ing a jibe at the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) - 
led Central government, 
Bharatiya Kisan Union 
(BKU) leader Rakesh Ti-
kait on Thursday said 
that the BJP leaders 
have been trained not to 
talk in a straightfor-
ward manner and not to 
listen to anyone.

“BJP leaders never 
talk in a straightfor-
ward manner. They are 
being trained by Rash-
triya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) not to listen 
to anyone but to keep on 
speaking about them-
selves. The government 
should tell us when they 
want to conduct a round 
of  talks because talk is 
the only way to the solu-
tion, Tikait said.

“It has only been sev-
en months while farm-
ers are protesting. We 
had to fight for around 
90 years to gain inde-
pendence,” the farmers’ 
leader said. Regarding 
the announcement of  
the Central govern-
ment’s announcement 
to increase the Mini-
mum Support Prices 

(MSPs) for all mandated 
Kharif  crops for mar-
keting season 2021-22, 
the BKU leader said that 
the government has an-
nounced the increase in 
the MSPs but the prob-
lem lies in the procure-
ment of  crops.  —ANI

Rakesh Tikait

Father of rape survivor moves 
SC, opposes bail plea of Bapu
New Delhi: Appre-
hending threat to the 
life of  family mem-
bers, father of  the 
child rape-victim has 
moved to the Supreme 
Court on Thursday op-
posing the bail plea of  
Asharam Bapu. The 
application for inter-
vention has been filed 
in the pending peti-
tion of  Asharam in 
which he has sought 
suspension of  his sen-
tence and interim bail 
to undergo treatment 
for various ailments at 
an ayurvedic centre 

near Haridwar in Utt-
arakhand. A Jodhpur 
court, in 2018, had sen-
tenced Asharam to life 
in prison after finding 
him guilty of  raping a 
teenage girl in his ash-
ram in 2013. Asharam 
is serving varying jail 
terms including life 
sentences in two sexu-
al assault cases.

      IN THE COURTYARD

Delhi High Court 
dismisses SSR’ 
father’s plea 
New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court on Thurs-
day dismissed the late 
actor Sushant Singh Ra-
jput’s father’s petition 
against the proposed 
movies being made 
about actor’s life. Sush-
ant’s father had filed 
the plea restraining 
anyone from using his 
son’s name or likeness. 
A bench of  Justice San-
jeev Narula dismissed 
Sushant’s father’s plea 
seeking an injunction 
against movies being 
made on his life.

Woman, her five 
children end life
in Chhattisgarh
Raipur: A woman and 
her five children ended 
their lives on the rail-
way tracks in Mahasa-
mund district, about 
130 km from the state 
capital, on Thursday. 
The eyewitnesses, who 
saw their mangled bod-
ies, immediately in-
formed the police. “The 
six members of  a family 
seem to have committed 
suicide. The reason be-
hind this extreme step 
is yet to be ascertained. 
We are investigating. 
The bodies have been 
sent for a postmortem.,” 
said Prafulla Thakur, 
Mahasmund superin-
tendent of  police. 

The deceased, resi-
dents of  Bemcha in Ma-
hasmund, were identi-
fied as Uma Sahu (45), 
Annapurna (18), 
Yashoda (16), Bhumika 
(14), Kumkum (12) and 
Tulsi (10).

Dominica govt declares Mehul 
Choksi as prohibited immigrant

CBI books former Arunachal CM 
Nabam Tuki in corruption case

New Delhi: The Domin-
ican government has 
declared Mehul Choksi 
as a “prohibited immi-
grant”. The fugitive 
businessman, is wanted 
in India in Rs 13,500 
crore PNB NSE 4.68 % 
fraud case, is lodged in 
Dominican jail for ille-
gal entry into the coun-
try. An order issued by 
Dominican Ministry of  
National Security & 
Home Affairs on May 25 

said, “in accordance to 
section 5(1)(f) of  Immi-
gration and Passport 
Act Chapter 18:01 of  the 
2017 Revised laws of  the 
Commonwealth of  

Dominica, you, Mehul 
Chinubhai Choksi, 
hereby declared a pro-
hibited immigrant.” “I 
further direct that the 
necessary action be tak-
en to have the said pro-
hibited immigrant re-
moved from Common-
wealth of  Dominica in 
keeping with the proce-
dure laid out in the said 
Act,” added order, 
signed by Dominican 
minister Blackmoore.

New Delhi: In a major 
development, the Cen-
tral Bureau of  Investiga-
tion (CBI) on Thursday 
filed another case for al-
leged corruption against 
the former Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief  Minister 
Nabam Tuki. 

“CBI filed a case 
against Tuki and others 
for irregularities in con-
struction work in the 
state in 2005-06, when he 
was Minister for PWD 
and urban develop-

ment,” said CBI offi-
cials. Earlier in July 
2019, CBI had filed a 
case against Nabam 
Tuki and his brother 
Nabam Tagam on the al-

legations that Tuki 
awarded a government 
project worth Rs 3.20 
crore to his brother in 
2003 for wrongful gain 
without following the 
norms and inviting ten-
ders. In 2017, CBI had 
initiated a preliminary 
inquiry to look into al-
legations against Tuki, 
who was then PWD min-
ister for awarding 11 
government contracts 
to his kith and kin in 
2005 for personal gains.  

GST Council to 
meet on June 12 
to discuss tax cut
New Delhi: The all-
powerful GST Council, 
chaired by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman, will meet on 
June 12 to decide on 
GST rate cut for COVID 
essentials & black fun-
gus medicine. In the 
previous meeting, the 
Council, which has 
state ministers as mem-
bers, a Group of  Minis-
ters was set up to rec-
ommend tax relief  on 
COVID essentials. 

Mehul Choksi

‘OPPN IS WEAK’

Nabam Tuki

ALL EYES ON PM NARENDRA MODI-
YOGI ADITYANATH MEET TODAY 
From Pg 1
According to sources, 
Nadda assured Modi 
that he will suitably 
handle the UP Chief  
Minister, who is a hard-
core BJP-RSS worker 
and will never create a 
situation in which the 
party ultimately suffers 
in the upcoming 2022 as-
sembly polls. It is be-
lieved that under Mo-
han Bhagwat’s advice, 
the request for time 
from UP CM’s office to 
Home Minister’s office 
was made on June 9 
morning, after which 
the appointments were 
expedited and Yogi was 
called by the top BJP 
leadership  to amicably 
sort out the issues, spe-
cially the upcoming 
cabinet reshuffle and 
other organizational 
changes. At this junc-
ture someone has also 
suggested to Modi-
Shah-Nadda to promote 
a young Brahmin lead-
er Jitin Prasada as the 
deputy chief  minister 
(via MLC route) in place 
of  AK Sharma who, in 
spite of  being a nomi-

nee of  the Prime Minis-
ter, has unfortunately 
become a centre of  con-
troversy. Sharma’s de-
tractors say ‘bhumi-
hars’, the caste from 
which he (Sharma) 
hails constitute just a 
miniscule 1.5 per cent 
of  the State’s popula-
tion and are already 
well-represented in the 
Yogi cabinet by two 
ministers - Surya 
Pratap Shahi and Upen-

dra Tiwari. But Prasa-
da’s likely entry in Yogi 
cabinet is being strong-
ly protested by Yogi 
himself.  

In this context, Yogi 
also reportedly rejected 
the theory of  Brahmins 
being neglected and 
side lined during his 4.5 
year long rule and said 
that it is only a propa-
ganda against him by 
the Congress.

In one more major de-

velopment, BJP and 
RSS top leadership is 
slowly getting comfort-
able with the idea of  
giving tickets to Mus-
lims also to stop or pre-
empt Samajwadi par-
ty’s move to consolidate 
Muslim votes in 2022 
elections.

Yogi’s meetings with 
PM Modi and party 
President Nadda this 
morning is also being 
considered as ‘impor-

tant events’ which will 
give a final shape to the 
party’s UP agenda but 
the announcement of  
final package will also 
require a prior consul-
tation with Amit Shah.

However, the curious 
part of  the entire story 
revolves around AK 
Sharma’s likely induc-
tion as Dy CM and also 
some powerful position-
ing of  Jitin Prasada in 
Lucknow.

Narendra Modi Mohan Bhagwat JP Nadda

AICC panel submits report to Sonia 
Gandhi; Amarinder Singh to stay
New Delhi: The Con-
gress panel constituted 
to resolve factionalism 
in the party in Punjab, 
submitted its report to 
party interim President 
Sonia Gandhi on Thurs-
day. Sources said the 
panel has not recom-
mended the removal of  
the Punjab Chief  Minis-
ter & Captain Ama-
rinder Singh is likely to 
lead the party in next 
elections.  

Instead, a slew of  re-
forms has been suggest-
ed in party state unit. 
While the fate of  Navjot 
Singh Sidhu is still not 

clear but sources said 
panel wants his reha-
bilitation in the Punjab 
cabinet. Amarimder 
Singh is averse to Sidhu 
being elevated to the 
post of  Deputy CM but 
is ready to accommo-
date him in the cabinet, 
sources said. Last week, 

panel headed by senior 
Congress leader & 
Leader of  Opposition 
in Rajya Sabha, Mall-
ikarjun Kharge, Con-
gress’ Punjab in-charge 
Harish Rawat & former 
MP J.P. Aggarwal met 
all stakeholders in par-
ty. Amarinder Singh 

also met 3-member Con-
gress panel. 

The rift in the Punjab 
Congress had surfaced 
after the former state 
Cabinet minister Nav-
jot Singh Sidhu along 
with Pargat Singh 
opened a front against 
Chief  Minister. 

Sonia Gandhi Amarinder SinghNavjot Singh Sidhu

‘Don’t wait for culture results to initiate therapy’
New Delhi: Center has 
released new guidelines 
for treating Mucormy-
cosis or black fungus 
disease in children be-
low the age of  18 years.

As per Ministry of  
Health & Family Wel-
fare, Mucormycosis is a 
serious fungal disease 
seen in patients with un-
derlying/predisposing 
factors such as immuno-
suppression, poorly con-
trolled diabetes melli-
tus, misuse/overuse of  
steroids, cancer, organ/
stem cell transplanta-
tion, & those under pro-
longed ICU treatment.

“Do not wait for cul-
ture results to initiate 
therapy as mucormyco-
sis is an emergency. 
Early complete surgical 
debridement is the cor-

nerstone of  treatment, 
and maybe repeated as 
required,” DGHC said.

According to the 
guidelines, “Conven-
tional Amphotericin B 

as a prolonged IV infu-
sion through a central 
venous catheter or 
PICC; closely monitor 
kidney function and 
electrolytes during 
treatment. Reconstitute 
in water for injection, 
and dilute in 5 per cent 
dextrose (do not use nor-
mal saline/Ringer’s lac-
tate, start with test dose: 
1 mg IV infusion over 
20-30 minute. Loading 
dose: 0.25-0.5 mg/kg IV 
infused over 2-6 hours; 
gradually increase by 
0.25 mg-increments/day 
to reach maintenance 
dose: 1-1.5 mg/kg/day.”

‘Black fungus’ is the new scare of Covid second wave in India. 

HIGHLIGHTS
 UK, Indian sci-

entists develop 
sensor to detect 
Covid in waste-
water

 Centre issues 
guidelines for 
COVID manage-
ment in children, 
discourages use 
of Remdesivir

 Expedite second 
vax jab to health-
care workers: 
Centre to states
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MYSTERIOUS CASE OF 
IAS VIKRAM JINDAL!

I AS Vikram Jindal is on leave 
for almost 3 years. His last 

posting was in Command Area 
Development in Kota. He is be-
ing said to be on leave from 15 
August 2018. While DoPT has 
strict rules regarding this. The 
Centre has told the states through 
a letter to keep details of All 
India Service offi cers who went 
on long holidays and to not give 
long leave except for very urgent 
work. If the reason for the long 
leave is not satisfactory, there are 

instructions for action. Then why 
eyes are turned away in Jindal’s 
case? It is a matter of discussion 
that Jindal intends to leave civil 
service for serving abroad on high 
package and settle there. He 
is famous for mountaineering. But 
the question emerges that when 
there is shortage of offi cers in the 
state, then why is the DoP unable 
to curb the offi cers going on long 
holidays? In the past too, there 

was talk of an IAS going on leave 
and settling abroad.
 —First India Bureau

DCO WITH HIGH 
CONNECTION GETS 
AREA OF CHOICE!

This story is about a powerful con-
nection in the drug department. A 

drug control offi cer was allotted and 
area after wait of long time. But instead 

of the desired area in the order, another 
area was allotted. The DCO was allotted 
Kanota, Kho-Nagorian, Malviya Nagar 
police station areas which did not go 
well with the offi cer. After displeas-
ure from the high level, the District 
Collector got into defensive mode and 
released a revised order with two hours 

and the desired “territory” was allotted 
to the offi cer with high connections. In 
the revised order, the area of Kotwali, 
Vidyadhar Nagar, Bhatta Basti, Shastri 
Nagar was allotted. The amendment 
order became a matter of great discus-
sion among the departmental offi cers.
 —Vikas Sharma 

Vikram Jindal

COMPOUNDER BOOKED FOR RAPING 
NURSE ON PRETEXT OF JOB

First India Bureau 

he police have 
booked a com-
pounder on the 
charges of  rap-
ing a 20-year-

old nurse on the pretext 
of  getting her a job in a 
big hospital in Jaipur. 
The victim was taken to 
the hospital and taken to 
the doctor’s chamber 
and raped. Not only this, 
the accused also threat-
ened to defame her if  
she told about the inci-
dent to anyone. A report 
has been lodged against 
the accused identified as 
Mahendra Chaudhary 
at Chomu police station. 
After filing the report, 
the accused has ab-
sconded. ACP Chomu 
Rajendra Singh is inves-
tigating the case.

The victim, a resi-
dent of  Shri Madhopur, 
told in the report that 
Chaudhary called her 
after talking about get-
ting a job at a hospital 
in Chomu. The accused 
asked to wait for the 
doctor in his chamber 
but raped her. She told 
about the incident to 
her family who reached 
the police station. In-
vestigation has re-
vealed that the accused 
and the victim are 
known to each other for 
three years.

NURSE ON PRETEXT OF JOB

YOU READ IT IN FIRST INDIA ON
JUNE 10, 2021

THE INCIDENTS OF RAPE HAVE INCREASED IN 
RAJASTHAN EVEN DURING THE CORONA EPIDEMIC. 

EVERY DAY 15 CASES OF RAPE ARE BEING 
REPORTED ON AVERAGE. ADG (CRIME) RAVI 

PRAKASH MEHARDA SAID THERE HAS BEEN A 7 
PERCENT INCREASE IN RAPE CASES THIS YEAR.

On an average, 500 cases fi led every month in 2021

Teacher accused of raping 
Class 6 student arrested
Jodhpur: The police on Thursday arrested a teacher ac-
cused of raping his Class 6 student in Shergarh subdivi-
sion of Jodhpur. The education department suspended the 
teacher and another teacher who stood guard while rape 
was committed. The chairperson of Rajasthan State 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights Sangeeta Beni-
wal  said that every support to the victim and her family 
would be provided. “Besides this, we have also written to 
the DGP urging him to take serious note of such incidents 
in the state,” she said.Teacher is accused of raping vic-
tim 3-4 times in March and she was found pregnant this 
month after which a case was fi led. 

Vasundhara Raje
@VasundharaBJP

No roads safe, no 
hospitals safe, no 

police stations nor schools safe... 
Cases of atrocities on daughters 
in #Rajasthan continued. For the 
last one and a half years, instead 
of saving the honour of sisters 
and daughters, the state govern-
ment is trying to save its chair.

2,461
CASES

2021

1,807
CASES

2020

2,298
CASES

2019

IN FIRST 5 MONTHS

IN FIRST 5 MONTHSFirst India Bureau

Jaipur: After improv-
ing rank in cargo trans-
portation to 41st from 
78th, the Jaipur Inter-
national Airport has 
slipped in the ranking 
with regard to passen-
ger load and number of  
flights. The airport has 
slipped to 16th rank ac-
cording to the report 
released by the AAI. 
The second wave of  Co-
rona has proved to be 
disappointing in terms 
of  air travel from Jaipur 
airport as the number 
of  air passengers and 
flight operations came 
down drastically.

Jaipur airport slips 
to 16th spot in ACI 
quality ranking 

 1.64 LAKH
passengers travelled in 
April 2021

 Jaipur has often ranked 
12th and 13th 

 Smaller airports like 
Srinagar (2.54 lakh) and 
Bagdogra (1.80 lakh) 
overtake Jaipur

 Jaipur Airport also 
ranked 16th in the 
country in terms of 
fl ight numbers

 1,912 FLIGHTS 
operated from Jaipur 
airport in April

After a long gap of 4 years, the ranking of Jaipur 
International Airport improved to 41st rank from 
78th in the quarterly survey conducted 
by Airport Council International between January 
and March this year. Jaipur also ranked 2nd among 
22 airports of the country.

The Jaipur International Airport has ranked 12th in the 
country in terms of cargo transportation. A total of 
13,336 metric tonne cargo has been transported from 
Jaipur Airport in the fi nancial year 2020-21. Mumbai is 
on the fi rst and Delhi in the second place.

ACI SURVEY: BETTER PERFORMANCE

CARGO TRANSPORTATION: RANKED 12TH

Tiff over 
poster: Dalit 
man killed

Two killed as 
bike catches 
fire in Sirohi

Jaipur/Hanuman-
garh: A Dalit man was 
allegedly beaten to 
death by a group of  
youths after a tiff  over 
a poster with BR 
Ambedkar’s photo-
graph put up outside 
his house in Hanuman-
garh district, police 
said on Wednesday.

On May 24, Anil 
Sihag and Rakesh 
Sihag tore the poster 
put up outside the 
house of  Vinod Bam-
nia, 22, a Bhim Army 
member, they said.

After Bamnia and his 
family raised objec-
tions, locals intervened 
and the family mem-
bers of  the accused ten-
dered an apology on 
their behalf  on the 
same day, they added.

On June 5, the ac-
cused sought revenge 
for this by assaulting 
Bamnia with the help 
of  four others. —PTI

Sirohi: Two bike riders 
were killed in a colli-
sion between a car and 
a bike near Talwar 
Naka on the Abu road-
Revdar road late on 
Thursday evening. The 
collision was so fast 
that the bike got com-
pletely burnt. Baburam 
was riding a bike while 
another person was rid-
ing pillion. Suddenly, a 
car coming from Guja-
rat and passing near 
Talwar Naka hit the 
bike at a high speed and 
led to deaths.

Kota:  The police recov-
ered 165 kg of  ganja late 
Wednesday night from 
a truck after acting on 
information from ATS 
Ajmer. 
     The market price of  
the seized ganja is said 
to be around Rs 19 lakh. 
     During interrogation, 
it was revealed that this 
ganja was loaded from a 
Naxalite area of  Chhat-
tisgarh and was being 
taken to Bhilwara via 
Kota. Police have ar-
rested Surajmal, a resi-
dent of  Raila district.

Ganja being smuggled from Naxalite 
area of Chhattisgarh seized in Kota

82,809 plaints received from societies on portal
First India Bureau

Jaipur: About 82,809 
complaints have been 
received on Raj Saha-
kar Portal, set up to re-
ceive complaints 
against irregularities 
in credit cooperative 
societies, said Regis-

trar, Cooperatives Muk-
tanand Agrawal on 
Thursday. 

For these complaints, 
the process of  filing 
court cases has been 
started by declaring 33 
district courts as desig-
nated courts under the 
Buds Act-2019.

Muktanand Agrawal 
said notices have been 
issued to the investors 
by the District Deputy 
Registrar in 51,042 cas-
es and documents are 
being taken. 306 court 
cases have been filed 
against the State Credit 
Co-operative Societies, 

whereas the Central 
Registrar has not yet 
given necessary infor-
mation regarding 48 
Multi-State Credit Co-
operative Societies in-
cluding registration of  
societies, correspond-
ence and other neces-
sary information.

Virendra Beniwal’s unrelenting and 
exemplary efforts to fight Corona
Laxman Raghav

Bikaner: The way for-
mer minister Virendra 
Beniwal set an example 
by getting the railway 
underbridge construct-
ed under MNREGA, 
similarly an effort be-
ing made by him to 
strengthen the medical 
system may become an 
example in the whole 
country. Beniwal has 
requested Chief  Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot with a 
suggestion that the 
amount deposited in 
various items of  rural 

development and Pan-
chayati Raj Department 
should be used to 
strengthen the medical 
system in government 

medical institutions of  
rural areas during the 
corona period.

It will be an impor-
tant decision for the 
public health welfare 
sector. Beniwal said that 
under the department 
crores of  rupees are 
sent by the Central and 
State Government to the 
Zilla Parishad and Pan-
chayat Samitis and 
some percentage of  the 
amount can be used to 
develop medical facili-
ties, increasing tests, 
new machines and life 
saving medicines. 

Hemaram Choudhary reaches Jaipur to 
meet Speaker over his resignation

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Congress MLA from Guda-
malani Hemaram Choudhary, who 
sent his resignation letter to as-
sembly Speaker Dr CP Joshi a few 
days back, reached Jaipur on 
Thursday for the first time after 

sending resignation. He said now 
it is for the Speaker to decide but 
he has not been given time to meet 
the Speaker. When asked about his 
meeting with former deputy CM 
Sachin Pilot, Hemaram said he 
will meet Pilot. He said he may also 
meet chief  minister Ashok Gehlot.

SUJANGARH EXCISE TEAM CRACKS DOWN 
ON ILLEGAL LIQUOR RACKET, ONE HELD

Sujangarh: On the 
instructions of District 
Excise Offi cer, Excise 
Inspector Sujangarh Kirti 
Soni and her team recov-
ered a packing machine, 
20-litre spirit, Royal 
Classic RML 130 quarter 
bottles and 30 quarters 
RSGSM country liquor 
from Budharam Nayak 

at Dhani Iyara. While they recovered 300 pouches of IB/
MCD, 200 County Club bottles and a large quantity of PPCL’s 
IB/MCD which is used for making illegal liquor from Khali 
Bardana. During the action, Budharam’s nephew Ratanlal was 
arrested. It was found that country liquor was being made 
from spirit while RML was used to make English liquor.

Virendra Beniwal distributing 
masks to people at 
Lunkaransar in Bikaner.

T



Truth is powerful but to use it 
with a poor intent to harm and 
hurt, diminishes truth, intention 

is important.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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its Director General - 
BL Soni - was not im-
pressed. “If  the investi-
gation reveals that cor-
ruption has indeed 
taken place, then case 
will be registered for 
corruption under ap-
propriate sections of  
law,” Soni said on 
Thursday.  Interesting-
ly, minister for UDH 
and Local Self  Govern-
ment Department - 
Shanti Dhariwal - hint-
ed on Thursday that 
this matter will contin-
ue for a long time!

But while it seems 

that only the suspended 
Mayor and BJP have 
been hit hard by this de-
velopment, there are 
also ‘murmurs’ of  an 
‘internal war’ between 
the BJP and Sangh in 
Rajasthan! Political cir-
cles came abuzz on 
Thursday that camps 
within the BJP and RSS 
have pointed cannons at 
each other and are out 
for each other’s ‘blood’. 
Rajaram’s video has 
also reached senior RSS 
and BJP leaders. Politi-
cal pandits also claim 
that this video could be 
yet another ‘weapon’ 
available to CM Gehlot, 

after the Sanjeevani 
Credit Cooperative So-
ciety Case and Union 
Minister Shekhawat’s 
phone recording, that 
the Gehlot camp ‘fired’ 
without delay bringing 
the BJP on backfoot and 
ACB on a hot chase!

 Meanwhile, Gurjar’s 
own party - BJP - has 
gone on backfoot and is 
seen doing damage con-
trol. Party leaders 
maintained that the 
video needs to be inves-
tigated claiming that 
the video is not relia-
ble. They also claimed 
that the Congress gov-
ernment can cook up 

any conspiracy.
Interestingly, in the 

viral video, suspended 
Mayor Dr Somya’s hus-
band - Rajaram - is seen 
interacting with repre-
sentatives of  BVG com-
pany who are cracking 
a deal to release the pay-
ment of  outstanding 
bills towards the com-
pany. The video, 
claimed to have been 
made on 20 April, hints 
at the deal wherein ten 
percent is to be paid for 
the payment of  bills i.e. 
around 20 crore rupees.

Although the indi-
viduals interacting in 
the video also claim 

that entire payment 
would be done over six 
month period, the com-
pany representative of-
fer a ten crore rupee 
cheque. Hearing this 
Rajaram. suddenly 
changes his compo-
sure, and says that the 
money can not be taken 
through cheque.

Furthermore, the dis-
cussion also revolves 
around chairman and 
councillors where Raja-
ram is seen asking the 
representative to man-
age them on their own.

BVG Company is do-
ing door to door gar-
bage collection work in 

Jaipur city for the last 
four years. At present, 
an amount of  about Rs 
276 crore is pending to-
wards the company. 
The company has ap-
pealed to the corpora-
tion, from the Mayor to 
the commissioner re-
garding the payment, 
but Dr Somya and the 
councillors are not hap-
py with their working 
style, nor did Dr Somya 
sign the supplementary 
agreement file of  this 
company and neither 
the payment was re-
leased. However, the 
commissioner stood in 
favour of  paying the 

BVG company.
Meanwhile, late in 

the evening it was re-
vealed that former 
Chairman of  Karauli 
Municipality, and hus-
band of  suspended 
Jaipur Greater Mayor 
Dr Somya, approached 
the Sanganer police to 
register a FIR for dam-
aging his image and for 
making viral a decep-
tive video. However, 
the cops declined the 
same after which Raja-
ram registered an on-
line FIR.

On the matter, Con-
gress’s Mayoral candi-
date and councillor Di-

vya Singh Gurjar said, 
“the viral video clears 
out beyond doubt how 
they have done corrup-
tion in seven months. It 
is my appeal to the 
Chief  Minister  to get a 
high level investigation 
done in the matter so 
that the entire lobby 
can be unmasked before 
the people.”

Meanwhile, the BVG 
company released its 
comment on the entire 
matter denying any in-
volvement in the matter 
saying that no company 
official has ever spoken 
to anyone regarding 
any deal.

AN ‘UNRELIABLE VIDEO’ AND PENDING BILLS WORTH `276 CRORE

INAUGURATION AND FOUNDATION STONE LAYING OF VARIOUS BUILDINGS OF AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, JODHPUR & VETERINARY & ANIMAL SCIENCE UNIVERSITY, BIKANER

FORMULATE POLICY TO PROMOTE AGRI, ANIMAL 
HUSBANDRY SECTORS GLOBALLY: GUV MISHRA
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Governor 
Kalraj Mishra on 
Thursday, stressed on 
developing an effective 
marketing policy for ag-
riculture, animal hus-
bandry and dairy prod-
ucts in the state so that 
these products can 
make their place in the 
global market. Describ-
ing agriculture and ani-
mal husbandry as the 
mainstay of  the state’s 
development, Governor 
Mishra said that farm-
ers and animal rearers 
should get the benefits 
of  modern development 
in the field of  science 
and technology.

Governor Mishra 
was virtually address-
ing the inaugural and 
foundation stone laying 
ceremony of  various 
buildings of  Agricul-
ture University, Jodh-
pur and Veterinary and 
Animal Science Univer-
sity, Bikaner from Raj 
Bhawan. During the 
programme, Governor 
Mishra inaugurated the 
administrative building 
of  Agricultural Univer-
sity, Jodhpur and the 
newly constructed 
building of  Agricultur-
al College, Nagaur and 
laid the foundation 
stone of  the new Veteri-
nary and Animal Sci-
ence College building at 

Jodhpur. The founda-
tion stone laying cere-
mony of  new buildings 
of  Animal Science Cen-
tres at Avikanagar 
(Tonk), Ratangarh (Ch-
uru), Dungarpur and 
Jhunjhunu was also 
conducted.

“Even today agricul-
ture and animal hus-
bandry are the main-
stay of  livelihood of  
large population resid-
ing in rural areas. In 
view of  the heterogene-
ous geographical condi-
tions in Western Ra-
jasthan, apart from ag-
riculture, farmers are 
dependent on animal 
husbandry for supple-
mentary income. So 
there is a need for docu-
mentation of  innova-
tions taking place in the 
field of  livestock protec-
tion along with better 
management of  live-
stock,” the Governor 
said further suggesting 
to the University of  Vet-
erinary and Animal 
Sciences, Bikaner to 
prepare an action plan 
for promotion and mar-
keting of  products 
based on the character-
istics of  the place.

Governor Mishra 
suggested the Agricul-
tural University, Jodh-
pur to conduct research 
to meet the future chal-
lenges keeping in mind 
the geographical situa-

tion and biodiversity of  
the desert. “Such varie-
ties of  crops should 
also be developed which 
can withstand natural 
calamities and drought. 
The global efforts be-
ing made to increase 
the crop production, 
seed quality and fertil-
ity of  the land should 
be benefit local farm-
ers and livestock rear-
ers,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
in his address, said that 
in this era of  Corona 
pandemic, when the 
country’s economic 
growth is sluggish, ag-
riculture sector con-
tributes to 14 % and 
animal husbandry sec-
tor contributes to about 
12.5 % in the GDP of  
Rajasthan. “It is the en-
deavour of  the state 
government that the ag-

riculture and animal 
husbandry sectors 
should be expanded at a 
fast pace. The state gov-
ernment has taken sev-
eral decisions in the 
budget of  last 3 years to 
promote these two sec-
tors. These include a 
separate budget for ag-
riculture from coming  
financial year and a 
provision of  Rs 2,000 
crore in the Farmers’ 
Welfare Fund. Animal 
farmers are being given 
a bonus of  Rs 2 per litre 
on milk,” the Chief  
Minister said.

Gehlot said that at 
present it is the endeav-
our of  the State Govern-
ment that dairy should 
be expanded in every 
village of  the state. Ex-
pressing happiness over 
the opening of  Animal 
Science Centres at vari-
ous places in the state, 

he said that it is the in-
tention of  the state gov-
ernment to open these 
centres in every district 
of  the state. “With the 
opening of  AIIMS, IIT, 
Law University, NIFT 
and Universities of  Ag-
riculture and Animal 
Science in the state, the 
confidence of  the stu-
dents has increased and 
it has become easy to get 
trained manpower,” Ge-
hlot said.

The Chief  Minister 
added further, “Every-
one’s cooperation has 
been received in the 
state in the fight against 
Corona. After the low 
rate of  infection in the 
state, various relaxa-
tions have been given in 
the lockdown 2.0,” he 
said as he warned that 
if  people do not follow 
health protocols like 
wearing masks, follow-

ing the social distanc-
ing norm, then the in-
fection can increase 
again. He appealed to 
the masses to remain 
alert and follow the 
health protocol.

“Governor Mishra 
has taken the initiative 
to read the objective 
and fundamental duties 
of  the Constitution in 
his programmes. His 
initiative towards mak-
ing citizens aware of  
the basic spirit of  the 
Constitution is exem-
plary,”  CM Gehlot said.

Agriculture Minister 
Lalchand Kataria said 
that the agriculture and 
animal husbandry sec-
tor has an important 
contribution in the 
state’s GDP and in view 
of  this, the government 
is encouraging innova-
tions in the agriculture 
sector in the state.

STATE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED 
TO DEVELOP AGRICULTURE & ANIMAL 
HUSBANDRY SECTORS: CM GEHLOT

CM Ashok Gehlot laid the foundation stone of the Veterinary & Animal Science College, Jodhpur, 5 Animal Science Centres, Agriculture 
College, Nagaur & Administrative Block at Agriculture University, Jodhpur through VC on Thursday.

Jaipur: The arrears 
of  salary etc. for the 
period of  January to 
May 2021 of  the em-
ployees of  Rajasthan 
Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation 
(RTDC) will be paid 
soon as CM Ashok 
Gehlot has approved 
the proposal of  giv-
ing interest free loan 
of  Rs 8 crore. Accord-
ing to the proposal of  
the Finance Depart-
ment, due to the non-
functional tourism 
activities  of  RTDC 

due to Covid-19 pan-
demic and restric-
tions on movement, 
other payments in-
cluding salaries of  
employees of  the cor-
poration are pending 
for several months. 
In such a situation, in 
view of  the adverse 
economic conditions 
faced by the staff, the 
CM has taken a sensi-
tive decision to pro-
vide the loan amount 
to the Corporation 
salary payment and 
other arrears.

GEHLOT SANCTIONS INTEREST 
FREE LOAN OF `8CR TO RTDC

Jaipur: Chief  Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot 
has approved an 
additional provi-
sion of  Rs 7.29 
crore for purchase 
of  security equip-
ment and ambu-
lances for all dis-
trict jails and high 
security prison at 
Ajmer. A proposal 
in this regard was 
sent by the Jail De-
partment to the Fi-
nance Department.

It is noteworthy 
that in the budget 
for the year 2021-22, 
the Chief  Minister 
made an announce-

ment regarding the 
improvement of  ba-
sic facilities in vari-
ous jails of  the state 
and installing secu-
rity instruments 
like non-linear 
junction detectors 
at district jails, 
while also provid-
ing ambulances and 
strengthening and 
modernising facili-
ties at High Securi-
ty Prison, Ajmer.

CM APPROVES EXTRA BUDGET 
FOR PURCHASING SECURITY 
EQUIPMENT IN DISTRICT JAILS

We fear that Covid’s delta variant 
may bypass vaccine: Gehlot
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: CM Ashok Ge-
hlot expressed concern, 
saying that the Delta 
variant of  Corona has 
wreaked havoc in Ra-
jasthan. “This was re-
vealed from a report 
released on Wednesday. 
Due to this, so many 
deaths were reported in 
the state in 2nd phase,” 
Gehlot said during the 
virtual inaugural cere-
mony of  Veterinary 
buildings. Genome se-
quencing revealed that 
delta variant of  Corona,  
spread in many coun-
tries including UK, US 

& Singapore is danger-
ous. The CM also  said 
that the fear of  Delta 
variant prevented the 
opening of  lockdown in 
London. “We fear that 
this variant may be-
come fatal enough to 

bypass the vaccine it-
self  and eliminate the 
effects of  the vaccine. 
When such information 
comes, it is our duty to 
share it with the public 
so that they also take 
precautions,” he said.

Vishvendra’s surprise meet with Pilot raises eyebrows!
Aditi Nagar

Jaipur: The political 
mercury in state has 
yet again started to 
soar amidst discus-
sions of  the ‘displeas-
ure’ of  the Sachin Pi-
lot camp. There has 
been a sudden stir at 
the Jaipur residence 
of  Sachin Pilot, as on 
Thursday, since 
morning, there was 
an influx of  people 
meeting Pilot at his 
Civil Lines residence. 
Even his camp MLAs 
made a beeline to Pi-
lot’s residence.

But what was sur-

prising to see was the 
presence of  Vishven-
dra Singh, who met 
Pilot for the first time 
after giving a state-
ment in support of  CM 
Ashok Gehlot. Apart 
from Vishvendra Sin-
gh, Pilot supporters 
Rakesh Pareek, Ved-
prakash Solanki, 
Mukesh Bhakar, Ram-
niwas Gavadia, GR 
Khatana also met their 
leader. After the meet-
ings, Pilot’s addressed 
the questions sur-
rounding the sudden 
meeting with MLAs 
and stressed that the 
meeting was called to 

discuss the prepara-
tions of  protest against 
the Central govern-
ment to be held today. 

However, perhaps 
another surprise visit, 
that raised several eye-
brows, during the day 
was the meeting of  
BJP MLA Gurdeep 

Shahpini with Pilot. 
After the meeting 

Shahpini said that he 
met Pilot for some per-
sonal work, and that 
no political connota-
tions of  this meeting 
should be taken out. 

Meanwhile, on Fri-
day, on the death anni-
versary of  Sachin’s 
father - Late Rajesh 
Pilot, a big pro-
gramme was to be 
held at Bhandana in 
Dausa, however, due 
to covid crisis, the 
same was postponed. 

But it is said that Pi-
lot and the supporting 
MLA can go to Bhan-

dana. Word in the Con-
gress circles is that if  
a favourable number 
of  MLAs gather at 
Bhadana on the death 
anniversary,  Pilot 
could use the platform 
as a show of  strength. 

Notably, Pilot will 
take part in Friday’s 
protest against infla-
tion being held by Con-
gress in Jaipur. 

Pilot, while partici-
pating in the Congress 
Video Conference on 
Wednesday, had sug-
gested a mass move-
ment against the ris-
ing prices of  petrol 
and diesel.

 AID OF `5,000 FOR EWS ARTISTS

Sachin Pilot



BREAKING
STEREOTYPES!

Arpita Singania, a trailblazing model 
who was born and brought up in Jaipur, 

Rajasthan became one of the most 
exciting faces to watch from the 

modelling industry!

hen asked about her 
journey, she shared. “I 
was born in Jaipur 
and completed my ed-
ucation there only. 
She further added, “I 
was always a bright 

student. Coming from a dance 
background, it was inconceiv-
able for me to think of  fashion 
and modelling as my career. 
Everyone in my family op-
posed it. My real struggle be-
gan from there.  Dance helped 
me build up a huge confidence.
Later, when I got selected in the 
beauty pageants audition, my 
parents believed in me and 
gave me wings to fly and follow 
my passion. I practised for a 
week-long training program. 
Arpita highly appreciates the 
presence of  her sister in her 
life who has inspired her in 
every sphere of  life. She has 
been blessed with a supportive 
family throughout her journey.

I was awarded as Miss India 
Supermodel which completely 
changed my life. I am an inde-
pendent woman living in 
Jaipur now and I can’t be more 
proud of  what I have become.”

“I met Sharad Chaudhary, 
Director Dreamz Production 
House, he is my mentor 
who not only believed in 
me but helped me tap my 
potential. He showed me 
the right path and guid-
ed me at every step 
of  my jour-
ney so far. I 
can’t be 
m o r e 
g r a t e -
ful to 

him”, Arpita said.
The model’s mantra of  

self-love makes her the 
perfect fit. She strongly 
believes in fighting for 
a world where every 
girl chooses her future. 
When asked what ad-
vice would she give 
someone starting, the 
alluring beauty replied, 
“The new generation 
needs to be the perfect 
blend of  
awareness, 
smartness 
and sim-
ply wear 
the confi-
dence beau-
tifully. 

T h e y 
needn’t wor-
ry about the 
features or com-
plexion or even 
height.”

Well, Arpita was 
very fortunate to 
have learned 
so much at a 
young age 
and she’s now us-
ing those experi-
ences as a platform 
to speak the truth 
to others. 

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com

W
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KANISHKA, 
Model
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Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20

You are likely to have 
fun at work today. A 
changed lifestyle 
promises good health. 
You may not be in the 

best of fi nancial situations, but things 
are likely to improve. Much excitement 
is foreseen on the family front. There is 
some scope of improving your scores 
on the academic front.

Gemini  
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

You may get motivated 
to shake a leg just to get 
on the fi tness trail. It will 
be important to keep a 
tab of your expenses 

today. Some shuffl ing on the work front 
is likely but will not affect you. Peace 
and tranquillity prevail on the home 
front and will help you unwind. 
Romance seems on the upswing.

Leo
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Job prospects for those 
freshly out of profes-
sional institutes are set 
to brighten up soon. A 
positive outlook will 

help you throw out the negativity 
within. You will manage to ignore 
distractions and interruptions at work 
to complete a pending task in time. is 
so miffed. 

Libra
SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 22

This is the day to play 
your winning card on 
the professional front. A 
lot of time may be 
wasted in socialising, 

but you will love every moment of it! 
Time is ripe for investing in a scheme 
you have been considering for long. 
Your upbeat mood and a happy 
demeanour will brighten atmosphere.

Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22

Sticking to workout 
routine may benefi t you 
on the health front. 
Meeting relatives at a 
marriage or party cannot 

be ruled out. Accompanying someone 
you click with is likely to make your 
business journey  entertaining. Support 
from the family may seem most 
encouraging.

Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19

Balancing act between 
home and offi ce will 
remain most smooth 
for working women. 
You succeed in putting 

an ambitious project on the tracks and 
cross all hurdles in making it a 
success. Love beckons and promises 
to give immense joy and fulfi llment. 
Homemakers can exceed budget.

Taurus  
APRIL 21 - MAY 20

A major purchase may 
make a dent in your 
savings, but will help in 
keeping up with the 
jonesses. Speculation 

may not be profi table and you can very 
well burn your fi ngers. Some of you 
may get hard pressed to fi nd a good 
match for someone eligible in the family 
down, Saturn will save you. 

Cancer
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Homemakers will get a 
chance to implement 
their ideas. You are 
likely to be recognised 
for your efforts on the 

professional front. Some of you can be 
invited for guidance  or consultancy. 
Chance of a raise is possible for some. 
Timely and correct decision will help 
you in saving a lot of money.

Virgo 
AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23

Satisfaction is foreseen 
for the image conscious 
people trying to achieve 
perfect fi gure and 
physique. You will 

succeed in surmounting the odds to get 
a stalled job back on the tracks. Your 
efforts on the academic front will keep 
you in contention. You are likely to 
spend an enjoyable time.

Scorpio
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22

You will succeed and 
move ahead in your 
professional life, as the 
year begins. Be careful, 
though, as your daily 

routine may be affected adversely. 
Your boss may be the reason for your 
annoyance. Pressure tactics can 
infuriate you. Probably, by 5th or 6th, 
you may think of taking up a new job. 

Capricorn
DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20

Focussing on your 
career graph at this 
juncture will be a step 
that will take you far. A 
rethink is in order for 

those going in for a heavy investment. 
Recovering a loaned amount from 
someone will not pose much diffi culty. 
You will manage to defuse tensions 
prevailing at home.

Pisces  
FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20

Financial condition of 
those down in the 
dumps is set to 
improve. Your 
effi ciency at work is 

likely to impress those who matter at 
work. Your biggest asset is your sense 
of humor try to use it to cure your not 
so good health. Spending time with 
family.

YOUR DAY Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva

Whatsapp Subscription

Subscribe “First India” Daily
E-News Paper For Free On Whatsapp

To Receive the Most Exclusive News from 
the Power Corridors of Rajasthan & Delhi.

he Covid-19 pan-
demic has put 
an end to plans 
for overseas 
travels in 2020 
and now again 
in 2021. Once-

bustling tourist destina-
tions are now deserted, 
with hotels vacant and 
no tourists in sight. The 
numbers are self-evident. 
The International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA) announced that 
international traffic had 
“almost vanished,” with 
carriers transporting 
just around 10% of  stand-
ard levels. According to 
IATA, Covid-19 caused 
interruptions have 
placed more than 41 mil-
lion jobs in the travel and 
tourism sector at risk.

Now the major chal-
lenge is how to revive the 
worst-hit tourism and 
travel industry across 
the globe and especially 
for countries whose 
economy majorly de-
pends on this sector like 
Italy, Dubai, India, the 
Philippines, Greece, and 
many more after the pan-
demic is over. 

So, when the wheels 
and propellers start 
going again and 
people will start 
travelling again 
and it’s per-
fectly possi-
ble that the 
industry 
w i l l 
g row 
i n 

response to the lock-
down restriction but it’s 
worth considering 
where we will people like 
to go and why because 
safety will still be the top 
priority. 

After a year marred by 
the pandemic, and with 
the industry’s prospects 
dimming, tourism busi-
ness owners should con-
sider new kinds of  con-
tact for visitors that may 
also benefit the people 
and economies that rely 
on tourism. The pan-
demic of  COVID-19 has 
accelerated the testing 
and deployment of  for-
ward-thinking technolo-
gy. Not only has technol-
ogy allowed people all 
over the world to com-
municate with their 
loved ones, but it has 
also made it possible for 
businesses like health-
care, information tech-
nology, education, and 
many others to operate 
remotely.

The pandemic has had 
a tremendous impact on 
visitor’s sentiments. Per-
sonal hygiene and sani-
tation are now given top 
attention. Tourists are 
increasingly avoiding 
busy areas in favour 
of  visiting more 
remote locations. 
The way people 
travel has 
a l s o 
changed. 
Some of  
t h e 
n e w 

trends in the industry 
include the importance 
of  local cuisine, proxim-
ity to nearby destina-
tions, and quick travel. 

VIRTUAL TOURISM IN 
‘NEW’ NORMAL
In the absence of  tour-
ists, tourism boards, ho-
tels, and locations have 
resorted to virtual real-
ity (VR), a relatively 
new technology, to keep 
potential visitors en-
gaged and prepare for 
the long road ahead. 
What began as a tempo-
rary stopgap measure 
for many may now be a 
long-term solution. 
Travel will not restore to 
pre-pandemic levels un-
til 2024, according to 
IATA. The longer this 
virus lasts, the more 
likely it is that Virtual 
reality will become a vi-
able form of  alternative 

travel as customers 
grow more accustomed 
to it. In the present cir-
cumstances, several na-
tions have increased 
their virtual reality 
marketing efforts to pre-
pare for the slow revival 
of  their tourism sectors.

Germany is one of  the 
most notable, having re-
leased a variety of  im-
mersive initiatives to pro-
mote the country’s tour-
ism potential. In the Mal-
dives, virtual reality has 
been utilized to highlight 
a variety of  island activi-
ties, including morning 
yoga on the beach, snor-
kelling, and cookery in-
struction. With technolo-
gy improving people’s 
lives all around the 

world, virtual tourism 
has the potential to 

revive the tourist 
sector and its peo-

ple, as well as 
contribute to 

the develop-
ment of  a 

m o r e 
s u s -

tain-

able economic model. But 
it may take its course of  
time as some believe digi-
tal apps cannot replace 
the experience of  real-
world travel.

VACCINATION 
TOURISM 
With the second wave 
hitting even harder, in 
India, the concept of  vac-
cination tourism is gain-
ing popularity, as a 
Dubai-based travel op-
erator has begun selling 
a 24-day package vaca-
tion from Delhi to Mos-
cow.

The travellers will be 
brought to Russia and 
given two Sputnik V vac-
cination injections, as 
well as certificates, as 
part of  the package 
which costs Rs 1.29 lakh 
would cover the cost of  
immunization also.

It is expected that 
many more offers like 
this may come in near 
future to boost the hard-
est hit tourism sector. 

Tourism is at a cross-
roads, and the policies 
put in place now will af-
fect tourism in the future. 
The COVID-19 crisis is a 
watershed moment in the 
travel and tourism indus-

try. Now the onus will 
be on the aviation and 

tourism industry to 
create safer infra-

structure and 
policies that 

p r i o r i t i s e 
the safety 

of  pas-
s e n -

gers.

REMOVING VIRUS FROM 
TOURISM INDUSTRY

DR HARSHITA MITTAL DANI
(Doctorate of Philosophy, Political 
Science/ Content writer)

T



A
ctor Elizabeth Ols-
en just shared a 
major update in 
her relationship 

like it was no big deal. The 
star casually announced 
that she has tied the knot, 
leaving everyone stunned. 
As per People magazine, 
Olsen sparked marriage 
speculation after casually 
referring to her longtime 
partner Robbie Arnett as 
her “husband” in a new 
interview. —Agency

MAJOR UPDATE
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he CMT 
Awards 2021 
were held re-
cently and the 
star-studded 
evening saw 
performances 

by Carrie Underwood, 
Thomas Rhett, Miran-
da Lambert and more 
country music A-lis-
ters. The awards hon-
ouring the best of  
Country Music were 
hosted by Kelsea Baller-
ini and Kane Brown. 
Among the big winners 
of  the night included 
Taylor Swift for her 
video of  The Best Day 
(Taylor’s Version) for 
the Best Family Fea-
ture Award. The Video 
of  the Year honour was 
bagged by Carrie Un-
derwood with John 
Legend for their song 
Hallelujah. Check out 
the full winner’s list of  
CMT Awards 2021:-

 Video of the Year: Carrie Underwood 
with John Legend, “Hallelujah”

 Female Video of the Year: Gabby 
Barrett, “The Good Ones”

 Male Video of the Year: Kane 
Brown, “Worship You”

 Duo/Group Video of the Year: Little 
Big Town, “Wine, Beer, Whiskey”

 Breakthrough Video of the Year:
Dylan Scott, “Nobody”

 Collaborative Video of the Year:
Chris Young and Kane Brown, “Fa-
mous Friends”

 CMT Performance of the Year: From 
the 2020 CMT Music Awards - Kel-
sea Ballerini and Halsey, “The Other 
Girl”

 Best Family Feature: Dylan Scott, 
“Nobody”

 Collaborative Video of the Year:
Chris Young and Kane Brown, “Fa-
mous Friends”

 CMT Performance of the Year: From 
the 2020 CMT Music Awards - Kel-
sea Ballerini and Halsey, “The Other 
Girl”

 Best Family Feature: Taylor Swift, 
“The Best Day (Taylor’s Version)”
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THE WARM 
REACTION
I

n a recent ‘Ask Me’ session on Instagram, a fan 
asked actress Parineeti Chopra to say some-
thing about her ‘lady crush’ Anushka. As she 
replied to a fan, Parineeti wrote, “I went from 

handling her interviews for ‘Band, Baaja, Baaraat’ 
to becoming her co-star in ‘Ladies vs Ricky Bahl’ 
with- in 3 months. So cool na? Have al-

ways looked up to her since that 
time.” This managed to evoke 
a sweet response from 
Anushka as well. Anushka 
went on to repost Parineeti’s 
story and sent her ‘big 

hugs.’  —Agency

S
ara Ali Khan 
took to so-
cial media to 
share a be-

hind-the-scenes video 
with fans from a recent 

video shoot with her 
mother Amrita Singh. The 

cute video gives us a sneak 
peek of  their cute banter. Ac-
tress Sara Ali Khan recently 

was in the headlines as she col-
laborated with her mom Amrita 
Singh for the first time on a pro-
ject. The details of  the project 
were kept under wraps for now, 
but, we enjoy the little snippets 
shared by Sara. 

—Agency

I
f  you were a fan of  
CW’s Gossip Girl se-
ries that aired between 
2007 to 2012, you are in 

for a treat as the show’s 
reboot version now re-
turns to HBO Max. Taking 
us back to the Upper East 
Side and the lives of  su-
per-rich teenagers who 
reside there, the show will 

tackle Gossip Girl in 
the time of  social me-
dia as she upgrades 
from a blog to an 
Instagram account. 
The reboot’s trailer 
was recently released 
and it’s getting some 
amazing reactions 
from fans.

—Agency

The return of 
GOSSIP GIRL

Love is in the air

Anniversary Post

Rollercoaster Ride

S
onam Kapoor celebrated her 
birthday on Wednesday in 
London with her husband 
and was wished by every fam-

ily member. Anand Ahuja shared a 
picture of  him and Sonam hugging 
each other and wrote, “Happy birth-
day; you are my #everydayphenom-
enal.” Fans also poured out wishes 
for the actress.  —Agency

H
ollywood actor Chris Patt is 
setting major husband goals 
through his anniversary post 
for his wife Katherine 

Schwarzenegger. On Wednesday, 
Chris took to his Instagram account 
and wished Katherine a happy wed-
ding anniversary and dedicated the 
post to ‘ my dearest love’  —Agency

A
ctor Prateik Babbar has 
been in the Hindi film indus-
try for over a decade. Com-
pleting 13 years, he calls it 

an eventful journey with lots of  ups 
and downs. Prateik made his Bolly-
wood debut in 2008 with the coming 
of  age romantic film “Jaane Tu... Ya 
Jaane Na”.  —Agency

Sad Demise A great loss The New Cast B’Day Wishes!

E
rnie Lively, father of  actress 
Blake Lively passed away aged 
74 in Los Angeles on Thursday, 
June 3. Ernie was also known to 

have starred alongside Blake in the 
Sisterhood of  the Traveling Pants 
franchise. Ernie’s passed away follow-
ing cardiac complications.

—Agency

T
hursday began with a huge 
shocker for the Indian Film fra-
ternity as noted Bengali film-
maker and poet, Buddhadeb 

Dasgupta died in Kolkata at the age of  
77. Reportedly, he was suffering from 
kidney disease. The demise of  the 
noted filmmaker has come as a shock-
er for everyone.  —Agency

N
etflix’s insanely popular series 
‘Stranger Things’ is beefing up 
its cast as it heads into season 
four. The show has recently 

added four new recurring stars. The 
series has cast Amybeth McNulty, 
Myles Truitt, Regina Ting Chen and 
Grace Van Dien. The new season is 
currently in production.  —ANI

J
ust like many other things, one 
essential in the party starter 
pack has to be a Mika Singh 
playlist. And in case you are a 

90s kid, you know what importance 
the man had and still very much has 
in our parties. Mika has defined the 
upbeat numbers for our generation. 
Happy birthday Mika! —Agency

 Who’s a 
pretty girl?’

Dylan Scott John Legend

Taylor Swift Kane Brown
Carrie Underwood

Kelsea Ballerini

Mika SinghThe poster of Stranger Things 4Late Buddhadeb DasguptaLate Ernie Lively and Blake LivelyPrateik Babbar

...Chris Patt’s post

...Anand Ahuja’s post

The cast of Gossip Girl

Parineeti Chopra Sara Ali Khan

Robbie Arnett and 
Elizabeth Olsen



A
t the recently an-
nounced Global Me-
dia Awards (GMA) 
by the International 

News Media Association 
(INMA), Rashtradoot won 
an award in the ‘Best Use of  

Print’ category for its 
unique editorial innova-
tion – ‘Rashtradoot: The 
Bilingual Newspaper’. 
This is the second 
INMA win for the 
newspaper, having won 
last year as well for its 
COVID-19 initiative – ‘Stand 
Tall with Rashtradoot’. It is 
Rajasthan’s only newspa-
per to make waves in the 
national and international 
award circuit. This is Rash-
tradoot’s 7th award in just 

14 months. The newspaper 
has previously been award-
ed The Asia-Pacific Stevie 

Award, The Media In-
novation Award by 
Afaqs, The Decade 
Award, The India Con-

tent Leadership Award, 
The Sawai Jaipur Award, 
and The 2020 INMA Global 
Media Award. Rashtradoot 
is Rajasthan’s first, and 
one of  India’s most suc-
cessful bilingual newspa-
pers. —CITY FIRST
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

Look
The pink hues of 
Hawa Mahal’s 
facade is a 
testament to the 
culture and tradition 
of Rajasthan. As 
the city opens 
up gradually, a 
refurbished 
‘Hawa Mahal’
welcomes them 
with a message of 
new beginnings and 
hope! 

GET VACCINATED!

City First encourages the citizens of the 
city to get vaccinated as soon as they 
get a slot for the same. Moving towards 
a healthier and safer environment. Some 
of the divas advocated the message 
socially as they got vaccinated at IDH, 
Jaipur on Thursday. Seen here are Soni 
Kumari, Muskan Katariya, Riya Suledia, 
Yashvi Soni, Aanchal and Pooja Katariya 
accompanied by Gaurav Gaur. 

GUJ: The staff of 
Kalupur Police 
Station, Ahmedabad 
conducted a 
vaccination 
camp near the 
Swaminarayan 
Temple Area, Old City 
on Thursday. 

A Panacea in the Time 
of COVID-19 Crisis

City First puts some light on the growth and views of teachers during the 
ongoing pandemic and includes suggestions for academic institutions on how to 

deal with challenges associated with online learning!

ducational institu-
tions (schools, col-
leges, and universi-
ties) in India are 
currently based 
only on traditional 
methods of  learn-

ing, that is, they follow the 
traditional set-up of  face-to-
face lectures in a classroom. 
The sudden outbreak of  a 
deadly disease called Cov-

id-19, now a pandemic shook 
the entire world. This situa-
tion challenged the educa-
tion system across the world 
and forced educators to shift 
to an online mode of  teach-

ing overnight. Many aca-
demic institutions that 
were earlier reluctant to 
change their traditional 
pedagogical approach had 
no option but to shift entire-

ly to online teaching-learn-
ing. Keeping up with the 
submissions, ensuring the 
authenticity of  work and as-
sessments now needed an 
added lens and more time!

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@gmail.com
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The various government 
solutions didn’t see 
too many results. In 
Karnataka, they started 
a few programmes like 
Vidyagama and subject 
lessons on the Chandana 
TV channel. But they 
weren’t very effective in 
keeping children engaged 
to continue learning.

I think 
Covid 
19 has 

been a blessing 
in disguise for 
learning and 
teaching pat-

terns. It has facilitated reducing 
geographical boundaries. In my 
current batch, I have students 
from all over the world which 
would not have been possible 
with regular University teach-
ing. —Sumayya Siddiqui

A lot of 
issues 
are at-

tached to online 
education but 
we cannot 
ignore the perks 

of it in times of such crisis. 
Initially, it was a bit diffi cult to 
adjust to the virtual teaching 
platform but with time, it got 
better. Students pay less at-
tention and face many network 
errors too. —Vandana Acharya

As a 
primary 
school 

teacher, I fi nd it 
hard to connect 
with my stu-
dents, they tend 

to be notorious which they often 
are in the class and the online 
classes aren’t much help for 
their growth as well as learning. 
I vouch for classroom education 
for young kids for better learn-
ing. —Pinky Grover

CELEBRATIONS!

The marriage anniversary of 
Veena and Hemant Sharma, 
News Director, TV9 was on 
Wednesday. They celebrated it 
with simplicity and a feeling of 
togetherness with their beloved 
daughter Ishanee and son-in-
law Sachin Sharma at their 
residence at NOIDA. Hemant 
Sharma made the special day all 
the more special by preparing 
‘gol gappas’ at home from 
scratch for his beloved wife 

and all family members. Veena vouched that they were the 
best she had ever tasted, which is proof that ‘love’ is the best 
ingredient- whatever be the dish!

Kailash Mittal, President of Saraf Committee along with the 
offi ce-bearers of Samachar Patra Vitrak Mahasangh Jaipur with 
the help of Matadeen Soni distributed ration at Peetal Factory 
and Shastri Nagar, Jaipur on Tuesday. Ajay Yadav, Samachar 
Patra Vitrak Mahasangh said, “We are constantly working for 
the upliftment of the marginalised section of society.” Hanuman 
Saini, Sanjay Yadav, Sawat Singh Rathod, Rajesh Yadav, 
Narendra Gopal Sharma were also present on the occasion.

SERVING THE SOCIETY!
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hope! hope! 

BEST USE OF PRINT

The women prayed for the prosperity 
of the family by worshipping the Bada 
tree on the Bad Pujan Amavasya 
on Thursday across the Pinkcity. 
Women wear ornaments made from 
the leaves of the Bada tree on the 
occasion. Considering the ongoing 
pandemic, many women worshipped 
the Bada tree in their homes too, 
while some visited the nearby temple. 
During this time they listened to the 
story of Vat Savitri.FE
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Soni Kumari

Muskan Katariya

Riya Suledia

Yashvi Soni

Aanchal

Pooja Katariya
—PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

Hemant and Veena Sharma with Ishanee and Sachin at
their engagement ceremony

Hemant and Veena Sharma
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WHAT’S HAPPENING!

On the occasion of 
World Environment 
Day, President 
Mohammed Sajid, 
Vice-President Tariq 
Naqvi and Secretary 
Mohammed Imran 
of Hazrat Ali Nagar 
Society planted 
trees at Karbala 
ground, Jaipur. Chief 
Whip in Rajasthan 
Legislative Assembly, 
Mahesh Joshi was 
also present on the 
occasion.
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